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Parks to scrap enviro stewardship program funding
Jasper’s Environmental Stewardship 
program funding will not be renewed 
by Parks Canada.
Since 2004, environmental stewardship 
programming in Jasper has been funded in equal 
parts by Parks Canada and the Municipality of 
Jasper. 
The program includes the funding of a full time 
environmental stewardship coordinator.
As per the 2014-2018 memorandum of understanding 
signed by both organizations, the program’s budget 
is $170,000 annually. 
However, after December of this year, Parks will be 
taking their $85,000 elsewhere. Communications 
officer Steve Young confirmed via email that Parks 
Canada has decided not to renew the contract. 

“Parks Canada and the Municipality continue 
to share a common interest in environmental 
sustainability and will be bringing the various 
initiatives completed into our operations,” Young 
said. “The planning and research that has been 
completed will inform work of Parks Canada 
associated with transfer station improvements, 
campground recycling and other key programs 
that will make a significant contribution to our 
environmental stewardship.”
MOJ representatives could not yet say whether the 
shortfall will be picked up by the town. Through 
discussions, if environmental stewardship is deemed 
a priority, a request can go into the 2019 budget to 
fund the other half of the position.

bob covey // bob@thejasperlocal.com

HAZY DAYS OF SUMMER // A 
LONE PADDLER FINDS STILL 
WATERS RUN DEEP DURING AN 
EVENING ON PYRAMID LAKE. // 
SIMONE HEINRICH
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Local Vocal
The latest exhibit at the Jasper 
Yellowhead Museum and Archives 
gives us an opportunity to take a 
long look in the mirror.
Enemy Aliens: Internment in Canada, 1914-1920 
pulls the curtain back on what many Canadians 
never knew about this country, and many others 
would prefer to forget.
Some might question the value of revisiting a 
seemingly obscure and otherwise inconsequential 
part of Canada’s past, but after spending any 
amount of time with the men and women who are 
working to reclaim this chapter in our country’s 
history, it becomes clear that the actions of our 
government were anything but inconsequential to 
those communities involved.
I had no idea the burdens carried by the Ukrainian 
communities in Canada as a result of our 
government’s treatment of immigrants at the turn 
of the century. 
How revealing it was, then, to get a sense of the 
scars that descendants of interned Ukrainian 
immigrants have borne since they were deemed 
enemy aliens by the same government who 
welcomed them here to help fire Canada’s nascent 
economy in the early 1900s.
What we don’t remember we’re bound to repeat. 
What’s worth remembering, especially in a 
media climate where it’s all too easy to stoke fires 
of fear and prejudice, is that these people were 
imprisoned not for what they did, but for who they 
were.  bob covey // bob@thejasperlocal.com

This has been a difficult week for 
Jasper. 
A devastating motor vehicle accident on the 
Icefields Parkway reminded us how quickly a 
holiday can go horribly wrong. 
We’ve all been in a rush. But on the road, the 
simple truth is that speeding makes a crash 
more likely. Drivers’ time to react is reduced. 
The distance required to stop lengthens and 
the chances for leaving the road increases. In 
speed-related crashes, people are more likely to 
be injured, injuries are more likely to be severe 
and people are more likely to die. Those are the 
cold, hard facts.
But even though it kills just as many people each 
year as alcohol-related driving accidents, speeding 
doesn’t have the same social stigma attached. 
There’s no public campaign working to increase 
public awareness of the dangers of speeding.
Let’s change that. Let’s honour the victims of 
those whose holiday came to a tragic end by 
resolving to be safer on the roads.  
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Dear editor,
A friend told me last month that North 
America won’t take climate change 
seriously until Miami is under water. 
She’s probably right. This is why I 
was so impressed by the article and 
editorial in the Local’s last issue about 
Jasper citizens reducing plastic waste 
in our town (Council hears plastic 
bag presentation). Jasper doesn’t see 
its plastic problem. We export our 
garbage to the Hinton landfill and 
our plastic containers get put in the 
recycle bins (where their next step is 
also likely landfill given the lack of 
plastic recycling capacity in Canada). 
Plastic garbage is not building up on 
streets. Yet, here are inspired locals 
recognizing that we don’t have to wait 

for the problem to lap at our shores 
before taking positive steps. 
Which is also why it was so 
disappointing to learn that Parks 
Canada has quietly withdrawn 
its support for Environmental 
Stewardship in Jasper. For years now, 
Parks Canada and the municipality 
have jointly funded an environmental 
stewardship coordinator position. 
That role, occupied bravely by Janet 
Cooper, is to champion environmental 
and sustainable practices in our town. 
As a volunteer on the Environmental 
Stewardship Committee for the past 
three years, I’ve experienced the quiet 
and important work that was being 
done. If you’ve participated in recent 
zero-waste events, ...cont on A3  

A plastic-free community begins with us
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Dear editor,
Your editorial in the July 15 Jasper Local is not an 
acceptable opinion. I am a 67- year-old German 
immigrant (since 2009). I studied politics and 
social science.
My family lost six members in the Second 
World War. Most families in Germany suffered 
during that time, including Russians, eastern 
Europeans, millions of Jews, Sinti and Roma, 
Greeks and last but not least, Canadian soldiers 
with their allies.
It’s not often in history that we have evidence 
about almost every aspect of a regime but in 
this case we have documentation of the Nazis’ 
devastating results. They are written, in oral 
history, in films and in pictures (the Nazis were 
almost perfect bureaucrats).
The denying of the Holocaust is forbidden by law 
in Germany. This law is the result of accepting 
responsibility. I feel not a personal guilt, but my 
forefathers failed to fight against the regime 
early enough. My father was blacklisted for his 
engagement in the Catholic youth movement 
and ironically the war saved him; he became a 
soldier. Later as a prisoner he had to “clean up” a 
Concentration Camp (KZ) in Poland.
It was not easy for him to talk about his 
experiences in and after the war. But he always 
told us, don’t trust people if they are talking 
positive about the war and the right wing 
ideologue.
Now to Mdm. Schaefer: as a German, she 
knows the truth, but it’s hard to accept that 

your relatives, fathers and mothers failed and 
millions of Germans were involved in crime and 
became party to unbelievable crimes—in person 
or as bureaucrats.
Nobody likes to talk about those things. You 
wrote that she is a truth-seeker and non-violent. 
That is not correct. She is stubborn and not 
willing to accept the truth. She knows that 
her behaviour is a crime, and she committed 
this crime in a court room in Germany. Is she 
stupid? No, she wants to be a martyr and now 
everybody is talking about her destiny and not 
about the millions of people killed.
Most of the Nazi officers and right wing 
politicians in Germany were good caring 
fathers and mothers. They loved hiking, music 
and culture. But in the KZ and as SS and SA 
soldiers they turned into beasts.
The same thing happens in all wars, from 
Vietnam to Iraq, from Somalia to Syria. There 
is no heroism in wars. But all crime after the 
Nazi-Regime was not comparable with this 
unthinkable disaster from 1932 -1945.
I am thankful for all the soldiers of the Allies 
who turned down this regime. 
You can’t stand neutral to this crime, and you 
can not compare the freedom of speech with 
denying the truth and the responsibility for that 
crime.
And never forget. Journalists all over the world 
are the first victims of right wing or radical 
governments and right partisan politicians.
- Herbert Boenisch, Valemount, B.C.

taken your organics to the community compost, 
received energy efficiency rebates on your 
home renos, or appreciated the volunteers who 
collect garbage along our roadways each year, 
then you’ve benefitted from the Environmental 
Stewardship Coordinator’s work. 
But, perhaps because its work has been so 
effective, Parks Canada no longer sees a need to 
support Environmental Stewardship in Jasper. 
It is also unclear whether the muni will have 
the resources to continue the role without that 
support. For sure we should celebrate, support 
and emulate the citizens and businesses in 
our community who are independently doing 
something for our environment. But we also 
need to maintain a voice for stewardship among 
those governing our town. We shouldn’t wait 
for the clamshell containers, plastic bags and 
empty coffee cups to blow down Patricia Street 
before we realize that forward thinking on the 
environment is a good thing. 
Jasper is, by and large, clean. But this won’t 
continue if we don’t think about the future, take 
personal action, and support the vital role of 
environmental stewardship in our municipal 
administration.
- John Wilmshurst, Jasper 

No sympathy for maytrdom 
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

JASPER’S KIM STARK IS IN TRAINING FOR 
THE MOUNT BLANC ULTRA MARATHON, A 
196 KM, 9,600M ELEVATION GAIN RACE SHE 
QUALIFIED FOR AND THEN WON A DRAW 
TO ENTER. THE RACE IS AUG 26 // B COVEY



evidence of Jasper’s WWi internment camp // jyma PA 18-58

marsha skrypuch has written about Canada’s internment policies

filmmaker Ryan Boyko is bringing his film “It never hap-
pened” to the united nations in the fall. // bob covey

Exhibit sheds light on dark part of Jasper’s past
When filmmaker Ryan Boyko asked his 
high school history teacher about 
the First World War interment camps 
created by the Canadian government 
to imprison “enemy aliens,” his 
teacher said they never happened.
When author Marsha Skrypuch approached a 
Canadian federal minister to discuss the experience 
of Ukrainian Canadians who were put into forced 
labour camps in 1916, the minister called her a liar.
To Boyko and Skrypuch, the silence from people who 
should have been aware of Canada’s imprisonment of 
immigrants was deafening.
It was also motivating.
Boyko, now an 
award-winning 
documentarian and 
Skrypuch, now a 
best-selling author, 
were determined to 
get the message out 
that not only did the 
Canadian government 
intern citizens it 
deemed “suspicious,” 
but that these forced 
labour camps have 
left a lasting legacy 
on the people and the 
families who were 
unjustly persecuted.
“It’s not something 
that goes away,” 
Skrypuch said at the opening of the Jasper Yellowhead 
Museum and Archives’ latest exhibition, Enemy Aliens: 
Interment in Canada, 1914-1920.
The exhibition details the 24 official internment camps 
across Canada which were set up in an atmosphere 
of national security fears and wartime prejudice. 
Between 1914 and 1920, nearly 9,000 men identified 
as enemy aliens—mainly Ukrainian and German 

immigrants—were arrested and 
sent into isolated labour camps. 
In Canada’s mountain park 
systems, which were nascent and 
lacking any major infrastructure, 
prisoners helped construct many 
of the park assets we take for 
granted today.
“It’s important for people who 
walk their dogs and ride their 
bicycles down these roads to 
realize that these places wouldn’t 
be here if someone hadn’t 
cleared the land,” said Boyko.

Skrypuch’s own grandfather was 
among the Jasper prisoners. 
He had been given 160 acres 
of homesteading land after 
being brought to Canada from 
the Ukraine in 1912 before 
subsequently having his life turned upside down after 
his arrest. His homestead was given away and he was 
deemed an enemy alien. Skrypuch said the experience 

scarred him for life.
“He would talk about 
being imprisoned for 
something he didn’t do,” 
she recalled.
In March of 
1916 in Jasper, 
a work camp 
of 200 or so 
labourers was 
set up near 
what’s now Lac 
Beauvert Road. 
The internees 
toiled in frigid 
conditions, 
devoting most 
of their energies 
to building a 
road to Maligne Lake. 
Using only hand tools, 
they cut fence posts, dug 
water mains and cleared 
the thick boreal forest. 
After their duties, they 
marched back to camp 
where they bunked down 
in drafty, makeshift 
buildings built behind 
barbed wire.
“We know that they were 
stuffing their boots with 
newspaper because they 
didn’t have insulated 
footwear,” Boyko said. 
“We know there was never 
enough food to eat.”
In 1996, the Ukrainian 
Civil Liberties 
Association worked 
with Jasper National 
Park officials to 
unveil a plaque in 

commemoration of the historic injustice against 
innocent immigrants in Jasper 80 years prior. Today, 
that plaque is all that indicates any sort of facility 
existed there.
“What’s striking about the Jasper site is the fact that 
everything is gone,” said Boyko who, in his attempt 
to document Canada’s WWI internment policies, has 
visited all 24 official camp sites across the country.

Despite the lack of 
physical artefacts, the 
legacy of internment is 
ongoing. Many, including 
Skrypuch’s grandfather, 
were so broken from 
his experience as camp 
labourer, they could no 
longer work. In Skyrpuch’s 
grandfather’s case, his 
son—Skyrpuch’s father—
had to quit school at 
age 12 to take over the 
family farm. At other 
sites across Canada, local 

First Nations’ traditional hunting grounds were 
supplanted to make way for the work camps. 
“When there is an injustice it ripples and ripples,” 
Skrypuch said.
Jasper’s internment camp was shut down six months 
after it was created. Historian Bill Waiser writes 
that upon reflection by the government’s parks 
commissioner, J.B. Harkin, there was a sad irony to 
the park interment operations. 
“Throughout the war, Harkin was forever extolling 
the virtues of the national parks systems and how 
these special places would provide much needed 
sanctuary when the guns finally fell silent. But in 
making the wonders of Banff, Jasper, Yoho and 
Mount Revelstoke more accessible, the internees 
had known only exhaustion, suffering, fear and 
desolation.”
Enemy Aliens: Interment in Canada, 1914-1920 
was brought to Jasper thanks to a grant from the 
Endowment Council of the Canadian First World War 
Internment Recognition Fund. The exhibition runs 
until September 30.

“ But in making the 
wonders of Banff, 
Jasper, Yoho and 

Mount Revelstoke 
more accessible, the 

internees had known 
only exhaustion, 

suffering, fear and 

bob covey // bob@thejasperlocal.com
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The legend of the Silver Ice Axe 
has another chapter.
On August 13, representatives from the 
Japanese Alpine Club in Tokyo, as well as 
the Alpine Club of Canada, bequeathed a 
1925 replica ice axe to the Jasper Yellowhead 
Museum and Archives. The donation was a 
bookend, of sorts, to the lore-laced story of the 
first ascent of Mount Alberta, which took place 
93 years prior.
“Myths and mountains go together,” said Jasper 
mayor Richard Ireland during the short handing 
off ceremony at the Jasper Museum. “And the 
story of the ice axe is almost as riveting as the 
first ascent of Mount Alberta.”
In 1925, guided by Jasper-based Swiss guides 
including Hans Fuhrer, a six-person team from 
the Japanese Alpine Club made an improbable 
first ascent of 3,919 metre Mount Alberta. The 
feat ushered in a new era of mountaineering 
as previously-assumed unclimbable peaks 
were looked at with fresh eyes, but perhaps the 

most tantalizing 
prospect for 
Rockies climbers 
at the time 
was the idea 
of making the 
second ascent 
on Alberta to 
retrieve a special 
ice axe which was 

left on its summit. The axe was purported to be 
made of pure silver and originating from the 
Japanese Emperor himself.
It wasn’t until 23 years later that another party 
would make it to the top of the fifth highest 
peak in the Canadian Rockies. By that time, 
wrote climber John Oberlin in 1949, the legend 

of the silver 
ice axe was 
assuming 
fantastic 
proportions.
“In a few more 
years it would 
have been 
of gold set 
with rubies,” 
Oberlin wrote.
In 1949, after 
topping out 
on Alberta 
following 
a heroic 
14.5 hour 
engagement 
with the 
mountain, 
Oberlin and 
fellow American Fred Ayres found the axe in 
the summit cairn. It was not silver, but standard 
Swiss-made—wooden shaft with a steel head—
but they carried it down anyway, in part to 
save the artefact from weather damage and in 
part because Ayres’ own axe was being used 
as an anchor for a rope which would aide their 
retreat off the mountain. They brought it, along 
with the Japanese team leader Yumi Maki’s 
summit registration, back to the museum of the 
American Alpine Club, in New York.
Forty years after that, Jasperite Greg Horne 
noticed the ice axe collecting dust in the 
AAC’s archives. He worked with former Jasper 
Museum volunteer Edith Gourley to have the 
artefact repatriated to Jasper in 1995 and since 
then the axe has formed part of the permanent 
collection at the JYMA. 

Now, two ice axes commemorate the spirit of 
cooperation and collaboration in the mountains. 
Sachiro Maasuda from the Japanese Alpine 
Club and Paul Geddes from the Alpine Club 
of Canada signed the documents making 
the donation of the 1925 replica axe official. 
For Geddes, who also participated in a 75th 
anniversary commemoration of Mount 
Alberta’s first ascent in 2000 which included an 
(ultimately unsuccessful) attempt to climb the 
mountain, he appreciates that the legend of the 
Silver Ice Axe continues to bring the Japanese 
and Canadian climbing communities together.
For Maasuda, he hopes the story will spur the 
imaginations of future generations of climbers.
“More Canadian and Japanese climbers should 
know about it,” he said.

Ice axe donation bookends Mount Alberta legend 

“Myths and mountains 
go together, and the 
story of the ice axe 

is almost as riveting 
as the first ascent of 

Mount Alberta.”

bob covey // bob@thejasperlocal.com

// SACHIRO MAASUDA FROM THE JAPANESE ALPINE CLUB AND PAUL GEDDES OF THE 
ALPINE CLUB OF CANADA  SIGNED OVER A REPLICA 1925 ICE AXE TO THE JASPER 
YELLOWHEAD MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES AUGUST 13.  // BOB COVEY

bob covey // bob@thejasperlocal.com



FEATURE // PHOTOS BY SIMONE HEINRICH 

Think you saw a wolf? It was 
probably a coyote.
Not to take anything away from canis latrans, it’s just that folks get 
pretty excited when they think they see the larger member of the 
wild dog family.
But photographer Simone Heinrich knows that coyotes are pretty 
special, too. This summer, she knew exactly where to find a family 
of five. Keeping her distance and training her long lens on the 
animals, she’s once again captured a wild scene in Jasper National 

Park for The Jasper Local’s readers’ pleasure.
“I watched them practicing their hunting skills,” she said. “The 
pups were imitating mom and jumping around. It was very cute.”
The cubs play fight to establish pack hierarchy. Coyote litters 
range from one to 19, so in this family, at least, it probably won’t 
take long for one of the pups to establish dominance.
In the summer, coyotes hang out solo or in pairs; in winter, 
they’ll tend to run in packs of three to eight. Ben Gadd’s 
Handbook of the Canadian Rockies says that while hearing and 
especially sense of smell are keen in coyotes, they don’t see at a 

Puppy love
---------------
Close quarters with 
a coy coyote clan 

page b3+B4  //  the jasper local // issue 127 // wednesday, august 15, 2018
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
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Park for The Jasper Local’s readers’ pleasure.
“I watched them practicing their hunting skills,” she said. “The 
pups were imitating mom and jumping around. It was very cute.”
The cubs play fight to establish pack hierarchy. Coyote litters 
range from one to 19, so in this family, at least, it probably won’t 
take long for one of the pups to establish dominance.
In the summer, coyotes hang out solo or in pairs; in winter, 
they’ll tend to run in packs of three to eight. Ben Gadd’s 
Handbook of the Canadian Rockies says that while hearing and 
especially sense of smell are keen in coyotes, they don’t see at a 

distance as well as humans. Moreover, they are colourblind.
Gadd also poses a warning about coyotes.
“While history has shown that human fears about wolves are 
unjustified, coyotes are another matter,” Gadd writes. 
Coyotes which have been fed have been known to nip or bite; in one 
case in Jasper, a two-year-old toddler was attacked by a coyote.
“Keep an eye on the kids if there are coyotes about,” Gadd warns. 
In the meantime, Heinrich will try to keep an eye on these kids—er, 
pups. At just eight weeks they are weaned; and at one year they are 
fully grown and ready to mate. // info@thejasperlocal.com
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Local fundraising //

“We are an environmentally 
friendly community, 

it’s really social, and it 
creates intergenerational 

relationships.”

Trishaw fundraising goal nearly realized
Jasper’s Meghan 
Gifford wants to help 
seniors in Jasper get 
back on a bicycle. 
The assistant manager and 
activity coordinator at Alpine 
Summit Seniors Lodge is hoping 

to bring a trishaw— a cycle-
powered rickshaw—to Jasper as 
soon as spring 2019.  

Last year, Gifford was inspired by a program 
called Cycling Without Age. The program 
enlists volunteer cyclists to take seniors on 

trishaw rides through their community. After 
watching a few videos from Cycling Without 
Age and seeing the joy on the passengers’ 
faces, Gifford was hooked on the idea.

“We are an environmentally friendly 
community, it’s really social, and it creates 
intergenerational relationships,” said Gifford. 

Gifford has her eye on the Triobike Taxi 
model. Passengers ride in a loveseat in front of 
the bicycle so that, unlike most rickshaws, they 
get sunshine and fresh air across their faces 
instead of a view of the rider’s backside. The 
Triobike is equipped with pedal assist so the 
average cyclist can navigate hills with ease. It 
also comes with a fire-resistant rain cover and 
waterproof blanket, so passengers can enjoy a 
safe, sunny cruise or a ride on the storm. 

The catch: these trishaws are only made in 
Copenhagen. They carry a $13,000 CAD price 
tag, $3,000 of which is shipping. 

Luckily, other Jasperites are as excited about 
getting Alpine Summit a trishaw as Gifford 
is. Jasper Motorcycle Tours sponsored the 
project in their September 2017 Poker Run 
and kicked off the fundraising with just shy 
of $5,000. Since then, private donations, 
grants, and a Skittle counting fundraiser at 
Ribfest have boosted the fund to $10,000. 

Cycling Without Age is taking seniors for 
rides on the town in Canmore, High River, 
Camrose and Beaumont. Gifford aims to get 
it rolling in Jasper so local seniors can feel 
the wind in their hair.

“One of the hardest things about working 
[at Alpine Summit] is seeing people lose 
their mobility and their freedom to get out 
on their own,” said Gifford. “We make sure 
that everyone is getting outside and enjoying 
fresh air, but there’s never enough. We have a 
lot of people here who have lived all their life 
in Jasper and they are used to having been 
outside all the time, and now they have to 
wait for somebody to take them out. Imagine 
if you couldn’t come and go as you pleased.”

Rx Drug Mart is taking donations to the 
trishaw fund with an “Add any amount to 
your bill at the till” program. The store will 
match funds up to $500. If you’re with a 
group or would like to make a large donation, 
you can find Gifford at Alpine Summit 
Seniors Lodge.

megan warren // info@thejasperlocal.com

//MARGARET RICHARDSON TAKING IN THE RODEO PARADE OUTSIDE OF ALPINE SUMMIT SENIORS LODGE. STAFF THERE 
ARE RAISING MONEY FOR A TRISHAW, A CYCLE TAXI THAT WILL HELP GET SENIORS OUTSIDE. // BOB COVEY
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yeehaw // The stick pony parade kicked off the 2019 Jasper Heritage Rodeo. PArks Canada has said this will be the last outdoor rodeo. // bob covey

Clowning Around //Jasper’s Adam Hvisc was making friends with Jas-
per heritage rodeo personnel. He wants the outdoor rodeo to stay. 

One of my favourite 
events in Jasper 
wrapped this past 
week: the Jasper 
Heritage Rodeo.
But it didn’t just finish for the year, 
the outdoor rodeo in Jasper has 
apparently rode off into the sunset!

Way back in 1926 when the rodeo 
began it was held on the grounds 
that are now Whistler’s Camp-
ground. It originated with local 
horse ranchers and outfitters breed-
ing suitable steeds for all the rug-
ged mountain trails. During the 
groovy 70s, the Jasper Curling Club 
brought the event indoors, and by 
1991 it became a professional event. 
Up until 2015 the rodeo was held at 
the Jasper arena. Considering the 
wear and tear of having a rodeo in-
side a hockey rink, it seemed like a 
good idea to bring it back outdoors. 
Organizers were reluctant at first, 
but the move created a perfect 
venue: with the sturdy metal stands, 
seating for hundreds, the setting 
sun casting a shadow on local 
mountain ranges, dust and dirt hov-
ering in the air and pungent smells 
of poutine, pasture and hot dogs, 
this is classic Canadiana. All of this 
is within a 15-20 minute bike ride 
or a short (free) shuttle from town. 
With rodeo fans filling the late 
summer sky with cheering, chatter 
and laughter, how could this be its 
last hurrah? 
Well partner, for one thing, Parks 
Canada says the dang thing is too 
loud. It’s affecting the campers’ 

visitor experience! (Really? 
Who’s going to bed before 
9 p.m. on a vacation any-
way?) Mix that in with a 
need for parking and over-
flow camping and Parks 
Canada has its reasons 
at the ready. But come on 
Parks! Four short evenings 
per summer season? How 
many of those campers 
were actually bothered? 
You’ve got to weigh these 
piddly complaints against 
the abundance of positivity 
the rodeo brings. Think of 
the competitors, fans and 
visitors filling the local 
hotels, restaurants and bars 
in town. Think of the his-
tory of outfitting. Think of 
the rodeo clowns, for good-
ness sake!
The best thing about the 
rodeo—for me, anyway—is 
the banter with the people 
sitting around you. After 
convincing two gals from a 
tour group, one Tasmanian 
and one Welsh, to attend, 
they told me it was their 
favourite thing they did in 
Canada so far! In front of me in the 
stands was a pleasant couple from 
Kansas; behind me, a fellow co-
worker, Glyn. Glyn is a smart fella 
with a city-slicker Smartphone, and 
he had busted out his noise-measur-
ing app. When the crowd got going, 
the instrument was registering a 
meagre 62 decibels. The app called 
it “a little noisy.” I’d be interested 

to know how the transport trucks 
roaring up and down highway 16 all 
day and night measure up in com-
parison.  
I might as well come clean: yes, that 
was me with the “Shhh: Parks is 
listening” sign. I had plenty of que-
ries, but most rodeo fans were pick-
ing up what I was putting down. My 
crowning moment was when the 
head rodeo clown, upon seeing me 

with my sign and my outfit (burlap 
sack and sombrero…what?) hopped 
the fence and approached me for 
a chat on the microphone. When I 
explained “I’m a cowboy from To-
ronto” we all decided we could git 
along (little doggies). 
Wherever it’s held, I can’t wait for 
the 2019 Jasper Heritage Rodeo.  

Adam Hvisc // 
info@thejasperlocal.com

Not my first rodeo (but Parks wants it to be my last)



C e l e b r a t i n g   2 5   Y e a r s   i n   C a n a d i a n   F i n e   A r t  

W I L D  A N D  S A C R E D  P L A C E S
AN EXHIBITION & SALE OF NEW WORK BY TOP CANADIAN ARTISTS

FAIRMONT JASPER PARK LODGE
Located in the Beauvert Promenade | Open Daily | 780.852.5378

Brent Lynch

J a s p e r   P a r k   L o d g e   |   B a n f f   S p r i n g s   |   C h a t e a u   W h i s t l e r

M o u n t a i n   G a l l e r i e s  a t  t h e  F a i r m o n t
W W W . M O U N T A I N G A L L E R I E S . C O M
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